
Rep. Napolitano honored 39 women 
volunteers in the 38th District at her 
annual “Women of the Year – Unsung 
Heroines” event held April 16 at the 
Industry Hills Equestrian Center.

More than 230 family, friends 
and honorees were in attendance. 
Family members of the honorees 
were thanked for “giving up” these 
wonderful women, many sacrificing 
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Napolitano recognizes “Women of the Year” 
for their community service

2004 Women of the Year Honorees
Lillian Aldapa  Montebello Happy Years Senior Club   
                                Sylvia Barkley  Pomona Police 
Department                                                    Alicia J. Bernard   
Pio Pico Woman’s Club                                                      Dorothy 
Carras   LA CADA                                                              
                  Debra Carter     American Red 
Cross                         Sonia Courville  Iglesia Jesus 
Es Amor                                                           Zeather Crowe  
La Puente Church of Christ                                                      Rita 
DeBenedictis    City of Santa Fe Springs                               
                                   Julia Esparza  Community 
Mother’s Club                                                      Dorothy Farrante 
Montebello-ELA Breakfast Club                                            Celia 
T. Galindo  St. Hilary Church                                 
                                      Jaye Garay  VIP Senior 
Club                                                                        Patricia Garza 
 Soroptimist Int’l of Montebello                                         
    Phyllis Grahek  County of LA Fire Department
                                                  Lorena Guadiana  Community 
Gang Reduction Project                           Harriett Hartshorn    
City of Pomona Senior Program                                          Maggie 
Hernandez  Santa Fe Springs Women’s Club                  
                            Marcella Jackson La Puente Valley 
ROP                                                         Lauren Aiko Kawasaki   
Southland Art Association                                       Margaret 
Kizerian Holy Cross Armenian Apostolic Ctdrl.                
             Jane Leonard  St. Matthew’s Utd. Methodist 
Church                                Kelly J. Leonard   Soroptimist 
of Norwalk                                                   Antoinette Lipsun  
Garfield High School Army JROTC                                   Susana 
C. Lozano Pico Rivera History, Heritage Society                 
        Doris Lynch  Friends of Rowland Heights 
Library                       Carolyn Mann     Metropolitan 
State Hospital                                                    Josie Martinez    
 Industry Sheriffs Department                                   
                 Irma McCleary  Kiwanis Club of Santa 
Fe Springs                                            Jan McMahon  
Women in Transition Center                                                     Ruth 
Nunez  City of La Puente Senior Center                           
                    Toni Paez                     Kiwanis Club of Pico 
Rivera                                                    Lucy Pedregon    
Shadybend Elementary School                                             Karen 

Key Legislation
Supporting women’s issues is a priority for 
Congresswoman Napolitano.  Among the 
numerous bills she has cosponsored are:

H.R. 1470, the WISEWOMAN Expansion Act, provides 
screenings for low income women to help prevent 
cardiovascular disease, diabetes, osteoporosis, cervical 
and breast cancer. 

H.R. 1688, the Paycheck Fairness Act, provides more 
effective remedies to women employees who are not being 
paid equal wages for doing equal work.

H.R. 1886, the Breast Cancer Patient Protection Act, 
guarantees a minimum 48-hour hospital stay for women 
having a mastectomy, and 24-hour hospital stay for women 
having lymph node removal.

H.R. 2790, the Breastfeeding Promotion Act, protects the 
ability of working mothers to breastfeed and to ensure the 
safety of breast pumps through FDA regulation.

H.R. 3099, the Child Care Lending Pilot Act, provides 
loans to small, nonprofit childcare businesses, which would 
expand the availability of child care.

Women Entreprenuers and Business Owners

family time to better their communities.  
“What you do - volunteering -  comes 
from the heart. You are our role models,” 
she told the honorees.

The keynote speaker, Jennetta Harris 
of Southern California Edison, further 
recognized the women and drove home 
a poignant message, saying that “we 
can empower people by helping others 
and reaching out, as you have done.”

Many family members expressed great 
gratitude for the wonderful evening 
honoring these special women. Mary 
Herrera and Martha Monreal, whose 
aunt, Jaye Garay, was being honored 
for her involvement with Montebello’s 
V.I.P. Senior Club, said that “this was 
a well-deserved recognition for these 
silent heroes.  There is a wealth of 
wisdom that everyone can take from 
this evening.”

Manuel Hernandez said that this 
recognition “meant a lot” to his 
family and to his mother, Maggie 
Hernandez, who was honored 
for her many years of work with 
the Santa Fe Springs Women’s 
Club.

Part of National Women’s History 
Month, this 38th annual event 
recognizes volunteer women 
who have given significant and 

longstanding contributions to the 
community, mostly in background 
roles, and whose invaluable work and 
dedication to others have never been 
recognized.  Each of the women was 
nominated by their service groups, 
churches, or public organizations 
within the district.

The SBA’s Women Business Centers provide services 
in nine different languages for women who want to start 
a small business or who currently own one.  Services 
include:

  • Entrepreneur training • Loan packaging 
 • Technical assistance  • Financial literacy 
training    • Contract procurement assistance
For more information or to find the SBA Women Business 
Center closest to you, visit: www.onlinewbc.gov.



Rosie the Riveters
On May 20, the Congressional Caucus 
on Women’s Issues paid tribute to 
Rosie the Riveters — the over 6 million 
women who entered factories to assist 
in homefront efforts during WWII when 
men were dying for our country.  On 
June 2, the House passed H.Con.Res. 
413 to honor “Rosie the Riveters.” 

“These women showed great skill and 
dedication in the difficult and often 
dangerous jobs they held.  We must 
honor them for their contributions 
not only to the war effort, but also to 
workplace improvements for women,” 
noted Congresswoman Napolitano.

Their service marked a mass entry of 
women into jobs that had traditionally 
been held by men and proved the ability 
of women to succeed in those jobs.  The 
Rosies created a lasting legacy of equal 
employment opportunity, child care and 
employer-sponsored health care.  When 
men returned home, the women were 
sent home and told that factory jobs 
were men’s jobs.

Napolitano Honors Women Veterans

On May 20, Congresswoman Napolitano 
and members of the Congressional 
Caucus for Women’s  Issues honored 
women veterans in an annual wreath 
laying ceremony at Arlington National 

Cemetery.

“I want to honor and thank 
all of the veterans who have 
bravely served our country 
— especially our women — 
who now serve in all branches 
of the Armed Forces. We are 
proud of you and grateful for 
the  sacrifices you have made,” 
Napolitano said.

“Congress must recognize 
you by providing you with 

Napolitano and women Members recognize 
women veterans for thier military service

FDA’s Office of Women’s Health
http://www.fda.gov/womens/default.
htm
Nutrition, pregnancy/contraception, 
cosmetic safety, hormone therapy, and 
disease treatments.

National Women’s Health 
Information Center
http://www.4woman.gov/
Physical fitness, breastfeeding, heart 
health, mental illness, quitting smoking 
and more women’s health issues, in 
English and Spanish.

DOJ Violence Against Women Ofc.
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/vawo/
Sexual assault, domestic violence, 
stalking, and  child protection.  Nat’l 
Domestic Violence Hotline: 800-799-
SAFE or 1-800-787-3224 (TDD).

Center for Women Veterans
http://www1.va.gov/womenvet/
VA’s women’s health services, sexual 
assault counseling and VA benefits.

Dept. of Labor Women’s Bureau
http://www.dol.gov/wb/
Workplace flexibility for women 
with children and job training 

Federal Resources for Women

Last year, women Members were 
able to defeat a Bush Administration 
initiative to severely weaken Title IX 
— the 1972 law that ensures equal 
educational opportunities for boys and 
girls, including school athletics.

To be Title IX compliant a school 

must:

 • Provide males and females with equal 
opportunities to play sports. 
 • Treat male and female athletes equally 
with regard to equipment, facilities, 
game and practice scheduling, financial 
support and quality of coaching. 
 • Reward male and female athletes 

with scholarship dollars proportional 
to their participation in sports.

For more information, contact the 
U.S. Department of Education’s 
Office of Civil Rights, CA Office at 
www.ed.gov/ocr or (415) 556-4275.

Is Your School Title 
IX Compliant?
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the benefits that you were promised 
when you joined the armed services.  
I am particularly concerned that we 
are not giving returning servicemen 
and women adequate mental health 

care to help them deal with post 
traumatic stress disorder and the other 
psychological wounds of combat,” she 
concluded.


